Grace Fellowship Constitution 2011
1. Rule – The Word of God, The Holy Bible, is our supreme rule in all matters of faith & practice.
2. Confession of Faith – is the ‘Statement of Faith of Grace Fellowship’. A copy of this is annexed to this constitution, forms part of it & should be read in conjunction with it.
3. Name – This church shall be known as Grace Fellowship.
4. Membership in the Church shall consist of those who are born again & show a credible profession of repentance toward God & personal faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour & Lord, & who are committed to supporting the church in prayer & practise. Membership is voluntary and any wishing to apply to have their names entered on to the roll of members should complete an ‘expression of interest in membership’ form & return this to either the Pastor or an Elder who will then arrange an interview. New members shall be received at at either the AGM or a ‘special’ meeting upon recommendation by the Elders and acceptance by an affirmative vote of at least 75% of the members. Absentee voting by existing members will be allowed. The form entitled ‘Declaration of intent’ is annexed to this constitution, forms part of it & should be read in conjunction with it. 
5. Grace Fellowship recognizes that discipline is a mark of a true church. It is to be motivated by genuine Christian love and so should only be undertaken in love, for the protection & purity of the church, the restoration of the offender & the offended, and the glory of God. Any matters of dispute or requiring discipline that cannot or should not be dealt with privately between those concerned should be dealt with in a loving & biblical way by the Elders and, if necessary, the Church at a ‘special’ members/congregational meeting. Any disciplinary action that is proposed will require an affirmative vote of at least 75% of the membership.
                                                                                    2.

6. Grace Fellowship shall meet every Lord’s Day for public worship of Almighty God. The church shall also meet at other times for prayer, instruction, edification, fellowship, ministry, evangelism etc. as required. The church shall hold regular members/congregational  &/or ‘special’ meetings. The church shall hold an annual general meeting. Unless advised otherwise by the Elders all our meetings are open meetings. We encourage & welcome the attendance & participation of the congregation. All meetings shall normally be chaired by the Pastor or an Elder. Regular members/congregational & Annual General meetings shall include a financial report.  At least 2 Sundays notice shall be given before a ‘special’ meeting. Special meetings & the AGM will require a quorum of at least 75% of members to be present. Meetings to deal with the appointment of church officers (Pastors, Elders or Deacons), receiving of new members, disciplinary matters or amendments to this constitution will be deemed ‘special’ meetings. 
The Elders shall review the membership roll each year & make any recommendations to the church at the AGM.

7. The Officers of the Church shall consist of the Pastor, Elders & Deacons. The Pastor & Elders are to be recognised as the leaders of the church who are responsible for the spiritual care of the church; Deacons are responsible for practical & material concerns related to the church. The Officers shall be men, qualified according to Scripture, who are nominated & appointed by the church members in a scriptural manner. Church officers shall normally be appointed for 3 year terms. Appointment will require an affirmative vote of at least 75% of the members. Absentee voting by members is permitted. A similar vote will be required for removal from office.
8. Amendments – Notice of any proposed alteration or amendment shall be given for 3 consecutive Sundays prior to the meeting date. An affirmative vote of at least 75% of members will be required to amend this constitution. Absentee voting by members is permitted.
‘Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.’                                                                                             Ephesians 3: 21.

