Myanmar visit – November 2010
Try this quiz (adapted from the publicity of a humanitarian agency working in Myanmar).

“You have a baby, it’s a girl! She is a week old and ready to come home from hospital! 
Question 1.  Do you a) Make sure the reverse cycle air conditioning you recently installed at home is set to the right temperature? b) Put the finishing touches to  the nursery you painted pink? Or c) Regret the day that she was ever born… because she is a girl?

Question 2. Now she is 6 years old!  Do you a) Buy her that special party dress you have seen? or b) Take her on that promised outing to the movies? or c) Start waking her up at dawn every day to go & draw water from the village well?

Question 3. Now she is 12!  Do you a) Allow her to finally have a sleep-over with her friends or b) take her on that long awaited holiday to the theme parks? Or c) Sell her into slavery … to pay for her brother’s education or that life-saving operation you so desperately need?”
At any given time there are approximately 250 million child slaves in the world, many of them as a result of being orphaned in one form or another. In many parts of the world it is desperately dangerous just to be a child, but to be a girl….it’s not a life, more a life sentence. Men will pay for their virginity. Traffickers take advantage of corrupt regimes & natural disasters wherever & whenever they occur . 

But you have made a difference & you can continue to make a difference – just think like this – reduce that 250 million down to a number you can imagine & comprehend – say one or two. One or two precious, beautiful, vulnerable, defenceless children,  –  souls they are, made in the image of God.  Now imagine that you could do something that would save that child’s life here and possibly for eternity – something as simple as giving out of our abundance, something as powerful as praying, something as life changing as going & seeing first-hand – well you can & some of you have! This is the mission, the vision, that the Mustard Seed Organisation Australia is builtupon. 
Dear Praying & giving friends of Myanmar, Greetings.  For 10 days in November I had the privilege of once again visiting the work of the Mustard Seed Organisation in Yangon (Rangoon), Myanmar (Burma). As well as the main Orphanage in Yangon MSO has the vision of establishing several smaller orphanages in different parts of the country.  MSO currently owns 11 acres of rice paddy 45 minutes from the main building, this was purchased by the generous donations of  a few gospel-focused Christians in Perth. The paddy supplies enough rice to feed the orphanage & now, as well, the Hosanna Bible College, which commenced with its first intake of 25 young adults, this year in July and is run under the oversight of the MSO. 

I was taken to visit the rice field and told of the vision to purchase a further 22 acres nearby. This would give valuable employment to some of the older orphans & adult volunteers and produce more than enough rice to enable another small orphanage to be established & supported.  I heartily commend this project to you for your consideration & support.

You will no doubt have heard news of the general election that was held on November 7th and the subsequent release of Aung San Suu Kyi.  While we welcome these events the Christian’s in Myanmar are not anticipating any changes to the difficult situations they live and witness under.  The Christian’s in Myanmar are, frankly,  generally quite disinterested in these events and see them as unworthy of their trust & hope for accomplishing lasting change to the nation. They are determined that living & preaching the Gospel of God’s free grace is the most powerful means available to them to see real change come to the hearts & minds of their countrymen and they steadfastly & prayerfully apply themselves to this.

Please pray for us as we make our next visit in February 2011 to conduct another Pastors Conference. We anticipate as many as 50-60 pastors will gather from all over the country for 2 weeks of teaching. Rev Ross Fraser, Minister of Bassendean Presbyterian Church will teach on the ‘Westminster Confession of Faith’, while I am to teach on the subject of ‘The mind of Christ’.

Johanna Sanders & several others will be there to share in this and to minister at the orphanage.

If you, or perhaps your local church, would like to assist toward the purchase of the 2nd rice field,  or in the sponsoring of a Bible college student,  or help Burmese Pastors so that they can afford to take advantage of the conference training then please send any gifts to the address below and indicate clearly how you wish them to be used – either for the orphanage,  the purchase of the 2nd rice field or the Pastors & churches training. Cheques should be made payable to ‘Mustard Seed Organization Australia’ please. 
Once again I convey to you the heartfelt thanks of countless Burmese Christians & children. They have no way of repaying or even adequately expressing their thanks for your love & interest in them but  it means so much to them.  May God richly grant you His grace, peace & strength, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

In grateful fellowship

Julian Bull 
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